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Back to the Press: A Day of Monotype - Kelley 
Washington Studio School

Instructor: Brian Kelley

Saturday, October 2 (one day, in-person) 
10 am – 5 pm (hour lunch break) 

Workshop Description 
Enjoy a full day of press time learning the painterly printmaking art of monotype. By 
painting and modifying an image on a plate and pulling it through the press, a single, 
one-of-a-kind image is made.

You will learn to make both additive and subtractive prints, in a single color and 
possibly multiple colors.

Learn about ghost prints, and how to work back into monotypes with other materials in 
the manner of artists like Degas.


Materials List 
Estimated prices included for some items. Price may vary.

Ink and Palette

Akua Intaglio Ink, Bone Black (2 oz), $8.19

OR

A small (~35 ml) tube of Bone Black oil color paint

(Optional) Akua Color Ink

OR

Tubes of color oil paints

*Oil paint can readily be used in monotypes in place of oil-based inks designed for 
intaglio printmaking (ex: etching). If you are interested in working with color, bring some 
tubes of oil paint in colors you want to use.

Also, while Bone Black is a great black to start with for monotypes, other blacks such 
as Lamp Black can be used, as well.


Temporary Paint Palette Pad (9” x 12”), $8.95

Painters Palette Knife


Monotype Plate

8” x 10” sheet of plexiglass (you may need to go to a hardware store to find this item – 
look for the smallest separate sheets of plexiglass)
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Brayer and Brushes

Speedball Pop-In Hard Rubber Brayer 4”, $7.22

Miscellaneous oil/acrylic type brushes of different sizes – these can be brushes in both 
good to very poor condition (old, crusty brushes can very useful). Bring at least one 
good brush, around size 6-8.


Printmaking Paper

2 Sheets of Rives BFK White/Stonehenger White printmaking paper (250 gsm or 
higher) at 22” x 30”, $5 per sheet.

*The exact number of sheets you will need will be determined by the number of prints 
that you make (some people will print in greater quantities than others even when 
making the same number of finished pieces).

Most of our prints are not particularly large. We will be cutting down sheets to fit our 
prints. For example, one 22” x 30” would allow us to print 4 separate 8”x10” 
monotypes if we tear the sheet into quarters.


Other Supplies

Pencil (HB, no. 2)

Optional: other drawing supplies (ex: charcoal, conte, chalk)

Vinyl Eraser (like the Staedtler vinyl eraser)

Paper Towels

A few sheets of white computer printer paper or blank newsprint to use as white 
ground for plexiglass

Nitrile or Latex Gloves

Apron

*Ink WILL get everywhere in a printmaking class. You are strongly advised to wear an 
apron and gloves.


Where To Get Supplies 

Plaza Art 
1120 19 th St. NW

Washington, DC 20036


Blick Art Materials (online as well) 
1250 I St. NW

Washington, DC 20005


Jerrysartarama (online)


Utrecht (online)


