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Printmaking Without a Press Two Ways, Part II: Linocut (5weeks/Online) 

Instructor: Brian Kelley 

Winter 2021, March 2-30, Tuesdays, 2-5 pm EST 

 

Course Description 

Students interested in printmaking can still work from home without the use of a printmaking press. These 

two back-to-back classes, taught by two different instructors, show the potential for making sophisticated 

prints without expensive and space-consuming equipment.  Monotype and linocut are both mediums that 

lend themselves to at-home printmaking, and you will be surprised by the results.  

Looking at the exquisite linocut prints produced by Picasso and other artists, the class will discover the 

versatility of this popular relief printing technique in which images are made by carving into the surface of a 

soft linoleum block. The course will introduce the basic skills of linocut from designing your image to carving 

your block and to learning about printmaking inks and papers. Students will have the opportunity to 

experiment with mark making with the various carving tools, color usage, and the process of reductive 

printing. In a reductive print the artist develops multiple layers of color from the same block. With each 

color pass more linoleum is removed from the block. Each color is printed on top of the last, and the entire 

edition is printed at once. Students will produce a portfolio of single and multi-color prints. Towards the end 

of the class, other forms of relief printing, such as the collagraph, may be introduced if time allows. A 

collagraph is a unique and expressive type of print that is made from a dimensional collage created on a 

printing plate, then sealed, inked, and printed onto another surface. The results are wonderful and the 

experimental possibilities endless. 

This course is suitable for all levels. 

Course Materials 

Linocut Blocks (recommended manufacturer:  Speedball, Red Baron) 



Two 4” x 6” or larger linocut blocks (approx. $4) 

One 8” x 10” or larger linocut block (approx. $7) 

Gouges 

Speedball Linoleum Cutter Assortment No. 1 (approx. $14) 

(*Woodcutting gouges of the U and V shape will also work with linoleum, should you already have 

these tools.  I want to encourage you have several, varied, cutting tools as having the ability to make 

both large and small marks is a big part of relief carving) 

Ink 

(Recommended) Speedball Block Printing Ink Set of 6 [black, yellow, red, blue, green, gold] (approx. 

$25) 

(*Water-soluble relief printmaking ink from a manufacturer like Speedball is recommended. 

Individual ink colors can be bought separately.  We will primarily be using black ink.  Color acrylic 

paint can be substituted in place of relief printmaking ink [not great, but workable], if you already 

own acrylic paint and wish to use it instead of buying ink.) 

Brayer 

(Recommended) Speedball Pop-In Hard Rubber Brayer, 4” wide (approx. $8) 

Inking Plate/Bench Hook 

(Recommended) Speedball Inking Plate/Bench Hook (approx. $10) 

(*doubles as a carving aid!) 

Paper 

(Recommended) at least 2 sheets of Rives BFK White or Stonehenge White printmaking paper (~250 

gsm) at 22” x 30” (approx. $10) – Alternatively, you can get Japanese paper such as those that use 

mulberry bark 

(*note:  we will be cutting/tearing down large sheets into smaller formats for our blocks.) 

Large Wooden Spoon (optional:  relief printmaking baren) 

Paper Towels 

Nitrile or Latex Gloves (recommended) 



Scissors 

Elmer’s Glue/Rubber Cement 

Where To Get Supplies 

Plaza Art 
1120 19th St. NW  
Washington, DC 20036 
Artist & Craftsman Supply (online) 
Sullivan Toys & Art Supplies 
4200 Wisconsin Ave. NW 
Washington, DC 20016 
Blick Art Materials 
1250 I St. NW 
Washington, DC 20005  
Jerrysartarama (online) 
Utrecht (online)  

 


