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Washington, DC — Washington Studio School (WSS) is pleased to present It’s Just Paint, an exhibition of drawings, 
paintings, prints and sculptures by WSS student Carol Blum. This exhibition celebrates Blum’s completion of the WSS 
Master Certificate Program and represents her accomplishment in mastering the skills of observation, while arduously 
practicing to find her personal vision. 

Blum is a figurative artist, whose work is gestural, provocative, and diverse in media and scale. This body of work 
explores the connection that happens between the viewer, the artist, and the figure. Blum’s curiosity focuses on 
finding that precious moment when this interaction culminates in a narrative that takes shape between the three 
subjects. Blum writes, “Painting the figure has a long, if not sometimes, tortured tradition. Organizing marks that 
evoke a human form coerces a reaction from a viewer because humans are wired that way... As an artist, I hope to 
compel the viewer to linger, to engage in that conversation; to see in the tilt of a head, the position of the hands, the 
gaze, something familiar, or unfamiliar, that requires a reaction. I look back and try to reimagine the past all the while 
laughing, ranting, and reacting. I look forward and see a reflection of my world as it is and how it ought to be.“ 

Blum began taking classes at WSS in 2009 while she was still pursuing a career in academic administration. 
Following her retirement in 2014, she dedicated her life to studying fine art at WSS. Blum holds a Ph.D. in women’s 
history from the University of Cincinnati, and as a historian, knows that the past is as important as the future. She 
writes, “As a historian, I know that looking back is as important as looking forward, while recognizing that the 
depictions of that past, often crafted with good and revolutionary intentions, can fall short of an accurate portrait. I 
know that the past cannot be prescriptive and is, or should be, challenged at every juncture.”

The Washington Studio School (WSS), located in DC’s Kalorama neighborhood, offers classes primarily in drawing, 
painting, and sculpture to adults and high-school teens. WSS presents exhibits throughout the year in the main floor 
gallery and second floor library. For more information on the Washington Studio School, visit washingtonstudioschool.
org. For more information on Blum’s work, visit www.carolblum.com. 

###

Left to Right:  Self Portrait, charcoal on paper; George’s Gaze, acrylic on paper; Untitled, acrylic on paper/assemblage; 
Good Luck, acrylic on paper/canvas; Distress, acrylic on paper.


