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At WSS, we believe that 
everyone can and should have 

access to art encounters that 
provide avenues for creative 

expression and allow artists of 
all levels to find their own voice. In 

2017/2018 WSS offered over 90 
classes and workshops and 60 free 

public programs to our students and 
the general public. What they taught us 

is that art is at its best when the artist 
is open to change, experimentation, new 

materials and new ways of seeing, while 
still adhering to the structural elements and 

principles beneath most strong  
 compositions. The same is true with an arts 

institution as it grows and is enriched by new 
technologies, expanding demographics, and 

subject matter that challenges and opens our 
minds. Change and tradition need each other, 

and we at WSS embrace both.   > 

welcome  
to our
school

NOTE: MANY OF THE IMAGES IN THIS REPORT ARE FROM OUR TALENTED STUDENTS 
AND WERE TAKEN DURING CLASS. AS SUCH, WE DON’T ALWAYS HAVE THE NAME OF THE 
ARTIST WHO CREATED IT. HOWEVER, PLEASE KNOW THAT, EVEN IF YOU AREN’T NAMED, 
WE APPRECIATE YOUR DEDICATION TO MAKING ART. THANK YOU.



Art is often a common ground from which people of all backgrounds 
can come together, and our students at WSS exemplify this. Their 
age range spans seven decades. They bring a richness of experience 
into the classrooms from the many types of jobs they go to each day 
or have retired from. They are from countries all over the globe, and 
neighborhoods all over the DC metropolitan area. They are wonderfully 
diverse in age, race, gender, identity, and nationality, yet have a shared 
belief in the passion and need for art in their lives.   

Compared to three years ago, earned income has gone up 35%, 
which means that we can continue to expand our educational and 
programmatic offerings, build capacity, and invest in our vision. 
Financial stability gives us more space to improve our students’ 
experience and champion greater accessibility to arts education 
through new scholarship and work-study programs as well as on-
and-offsite partnerships. WSS is determined to be a leader and a 
destination for the district’s art and cultural scene. We also aspire to 
bridge gaps and facilitate conversations around what it means to be an 
artist in the 21st century. 

None of this good work could be done without our staff, volunteers, 
Board of Directors, students and supporters who continue to invest in 
us and believe that what we have to offer is relevant. The terms unity, 
harmony, balance, direction, variation, and value are often heard in our 
classrooms, and we look forward to a year of all of those things with 
each of you in 2019.  

JILL PHILLIPS LAILA ABDUL-HADI JADALLAH
Head of Faculty &  Managing Director 
Artistic Director 



This past year 
we celebrated 
ten years in our 
beautiful Dupont-
Kalorama home, 
sustained financial 
health, and an 
increasingly 
diverse community 
of artists. We 
introduced new 
programs, a new 
look and a new 
website, all of 
which exemplify 
our core values 
and represent our 
bright vision for 
the future. 



WELCOMED 
CLOSE TO 

4,000 
visitors 
who attend WSS programs, 
including annual favorites: The Big 
Draw and Art All Night.  

OFFERED  
MORE THAN 

60 
FREE 
programs ranging from artist talks 
and panels with major local and 
national artists, to new initiatives 
such as our community-building 
student happy hours and free 
plein air landscape meet ups. 

over the 
course of  
fy 2018, we

CAROL BLUM

MICHELE LURIE



HAD  
OVER 

300 
students 
ranging in age from high school 
teens to adults 65 and older 
from 21 DC metropolitan area zip 
codes. Enrollment has steadily 
increased by more than 16% in a 
period of three years. More than 
half of our student body returns 
each term, and some enroll in 
multiple courses. 

ORGANIZED 

70  
classes  
and  
22  
workshops 
(a 15% increase in course 
offerings from last year) for our 
student body. 

LAURENCE FRIERSON



• Bringing on two new  
faculty members

• Expanding our sculpture 
and printmaking programs

• Reestablishing our 
scholarship and work-
study programs, and  
after-school drawing  
class for teens

•  Our work-study program 
offered five students 
the chance to volunteer 
and take classes at WSS 
throughout the year. 

Inaugurating the 
WSS Alma Thomas 
Scholarship this 
spring in memory 
of the celebrated 
abstract expressionist 
painter and art 
educator. The first 
two recipients were 
a talented rising 
college freshman and 
a DC Public School art 
teacher. 

fy 2018  
highlights
include



“This past summer, I had the amazing opportunity to attend 
the summer program for teens at [WSS]  … I learned 
how to draw figure gestures, properly proportion 
still life, paint and mix colors with a limited color 
palette … I learned about the importance of patience 
and persistence. Like art, life does not always turn out 
exactly the way we envision it for ourselves, but with 
time and effort, the results are unexpectedly unique and 
beautiful … I am so thankful to have had such an amazing 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.”

WSS Alma Thomas 
Scholarship Recipient

mariah



WSS presented nine 
exhibitions featuring more than 
60 DC-area artists, including WSS 
faculty and students, as well as 
three nationally recognized artists, 
among them WSS faculty member  
Martin Campos. We also exhibited 
a group show of contemporary DC 
area perceptual artists. An exhibit 
of WSS founders Lee Newman 
and Joey Kossow included a talk 
about the early days of WSS. This 
summer, we partnered with Day 
Eight to show the public works of 
prominent DC artists Rockne Krebs 
and Sam Gilliam. This culminated 
with an impromptu projection by 
award winning artist Robin Bell 
on the exterior of WSS. Finally, 
contemporary artists Matt Klos and 
Arcmanoro Niles gave talks as part 
of our Challenging the Boundaries 
of Perception lecture series. 

WSS and its exhibitions were 
profiled in major local publications 
including The Washington Post, 
East City Art and The DC Line. 



Contributions from 
individual and small business 
donors have been rising steadily 
each year. Making good on 
our promise to our supporters 
who invest in WSS — we hired a 
full-time Managing Director in 
February. This spring we were 
awarded a $60,000 General 
Operating Support grant from 
the DC Commission on the Arts 
and Humanities for the upcoming 
fiscal year [FY19]. Our supporters’ 
confidence in the future of WSS, 
helped us surpass the matching 
requirement for the grant by over 
$10,000. 

JILL BATEMAN

JULIET ARNAUDO



Financials

2018 REVENUES
TUITION $ 337,233 61%
ATELIER 71,100 13%
OPEN SESSIONS 12,053 2%
CONTRIBUTIONS 135,806 24%
OTHER 2,150 <1%  
TOTAL $ 558,342 100%

Tuition
Atelier
Open Sessions
Contributions
Other

WSS continues to grow and thrive as a result of sound business 
practices, an increased number of class offerings and public programs, 
and the generous donations of our supporters. Total tuition revenue 
for the fiscal year was $337,233. While building and programmatic 
expenses also continue to rise, they are commensurate with the 
increase in offerings and hiring a full-time Managing Director. The WSS 
Board of Directors and staff continue to spend conservatively, resulting 
in a year-end surplus in our reserves. 

0 $600,000

TOTAL REVENUE OVER TIME



2018 EXPENSES
SALARIES AND COSTS $ 256,905 49%
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 48,427 9%
RENT, EQUIPMENT, REPAIRS 152,622 29%
GENERAL BUSINESS, OTHER 66,301 13%
TOTAL $ 524,255 100%

Salaries
Professional
Rent
Other

0 $600,000

fy 2016
fy 2017
fy 2018

TOTAL EXPENSES OVER TIME

MARY FREEDMAN



Laila Abdul-Hadi Jadallah
Catherine Antoine
Courtney Applequist 
Rigel Barber
Jill and Terry Bateman 
Leslie Ann Blackmon 
Carol Blum
Jack Boul 
Jane Broeksmit 
Paula Bruening 
Elizabeth Buchanek 
Lee Butler 
Arcenio Martin Campos
George  Carr
Brian  and Allayne 
Chappelle

Lucy Clark
Lucy and Brian Conboy

Jane D’Arista 
Lama Dajani 
Mary Louise Day
Paul Di Vito and  
John Silvia

Barbara Downs 
David Dugoff
Peter Fenn
Carlton Fletcher
Peter and Betsy Forster
Brenda Fox
Lara Fredrickson
Mary and Larry Freedman

Georgetown Garden Club
Colleen Girouard
Gail and Saul Goodman
Pat Granados
Jackie Greenbaum
Marjorie (Peggy) Greene
Lorna Grenadier
Carole Grunberg and 
Claire Huschle

John Herron
Lynne and Joe Horning
Yassir Islam
Jackson Art Center
Fadia Jawdat
Gail Jensen
Jane Johnston
Kathleen T. Jones

To our donors, without whom the good work of 
WSS would be impossible. The individuals and 
organizations below sustain us and our community. 
Their contributions make it possible for us to 
plan for the future as a preeminent art school in 
Washington D.C.

thank you



Kathryn Kailian
Jan David Kaufman
Joanne Kaufman and 
Danny Waldman

Sonia Kerzner
Vivian Kiechel
Steven Kleinrock
Alexandra Knox
Kommon Denominator, 
Inc.

Joseph Kossow
Martin Kotler
Barbara Kraft and  
Peter Winkler

Patricia Kraniotis
Sarah Kurfis
John Lacy
Joanne Lamm
Anna Maria Leipold
Margaret Lenzner
Sally and Richard Levie
Helene Liwinski
Karen and Dan Loehr
Joanne London
Pamela Long
Lost Tree Club
Robert Love

Devra Marcus
Stephen and  
Rebecca Milliken

Lindsay Mullen and  
Amy Levin

Elizabeth Naab
Liz Naden
Adam Nemzer
Juliana Netschert
Louisa and William 
Newlin

Lee Newman
Northern Trust
Robert O’Brien
Diane Olsson
Caroline Osborne
Heather Paul
William Pecau and  
Linda Berkeley

Jill and Michael Phillips
Marie Prentice
Kathleen Pumphrey 
Rosaline Moore
Carol and Ken Rubin
Phylis and Paul Ruffer

Debbie Schechtman 
Virginia Schofield
Marina Schreiber
Susan Sechler
Barbara Sherwin
Clyde Shorey on behalf of 
the Joan Shorey family

Suzanne Shwetz
Margaret Siner
Wendy Haimes Smith
Tore Svendsen and  
Ann Stol Oyan

Mary Talarico
Susan and Dit Talley
Toyota of Southern 
Maryland

Mitsuko Tsuchiya
Katherine Van Sickle
Jo Weiss
Gretchen Whitney
Michael Zeoli



For the Fiscal Year 2019 
(commencing September 1), 
WSS is focused on improving 
our student experience and 
engagement. New educational 
programs such as a Foundation 
Certificate Program for students 
wishing to formalize their studies, 
as well as art history and criticism 
curriculum are being developed. 
Dedicated community spaces 
on-site, an expanded volunteer 
program, and improved feedback 
mechanisms are already being 
introduced. WSS is continuing to 
invest in the people who make this 
organization an inspiring place 
for students — our faculty — and 
provided a salary increase for 
them in FY19. 

looking
forward

At the same time, WSS is 
reflecting on relevance and 
accessibility to arts education 
through new partnerships, an 
expanded scholarship program, 
and engagement with DC-area 
artists and art educators. We 
kicked off FY19 by organizing 
a participatory art installation 
channeling the work of celebrated 
DC artist and educator, Alma 
Thomas, for Art All Night: Made 
in DC. WSS also partnered with 
local design firm Form Function 
Studio to offer a series of special 
workshops at Resource, a pop-
up design library and community 
space in the Union Market 
District. This spring, WSS plans 
to offer special programs to DC 
Public School art teachers as 
well as present a lecture series 
and art exhibition featuring DC-
area artists from various artistic 
backgrounds. These types of 
opportunities are increasing, 
thanks to careful stewardship of 
WSS finances and the generosity 
of our supporters.







Board of 
Directors
Gail Jensen
President

Karen Loehr
Vice President

Lee Butler
Treasurer

Heather Paul
Secretary

Jill Bateman

Paul Di Vito

Joanne Kaufman

Sarah Kurfis

Gretchen Whitney

Board of 
Advisors
Jo Weiss
Chair

Eric Denker  
National Gallery  
of Art

Catherine Kehoe
Massachusetts 
College of Art and 
Design

Mark Leithauser 
National Gallery of 
Art

Cory Oberndorfer
The George 
Washington 
University, Corcoran 
School of the Arts 
and Design

Jack Rasmussen 
American University 
Museum/ Katzen 
Arts Center



JILL PHILLIPS
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR &  
HEAD OF FACULTY

LAILA ABDUL-HADI JADALLAH
MANAGING DIRECTOR

A 2129 S STREET NW
 WASHINGTON, DC 20008
P 202 234 3030
W WWW.WASHINGTONSTUDIOSCHOOL.ORG
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