
 
 
 
Digging Deeper: The Series Materials List 
Winter 2020 
 
Jill.m.phillips12@gmail.com 
 
I look forward to working with all of you this winter!  The term will be divided into two 
segments, leading to the production of two distinct series.  The first four weeks of the class we 
will all be working from the same motif that I will be supplying for each of you, and we will all 
move through the same guided series of explorations.  However, they will inevitably lead to a 
very different end result for each of you, based on choices you make and your own sensibilities.  
Part of week 1 will be a slide show and discussion of various artists who are known for their 
series, and what kinds of questions are being asked.   
 
The last six weeks will be an individual exploration of your own subject, but there will also be 
guidance and parameters throughout the process.  One of the benefits of a class is that there is 
lots of healthy stealing and learning from each other.  I look forward to seeing how generative 
you are as individuals and as a classroom community as we build series together. 
 
Below are materials for the first four weeks.  We will talk about supplies for the second part of 
the class the first day.  They may be different for each of you, so I’m hesitant to complete the 
list at this point.   
 
Feel free to e-mail me with any questions. 
 
Weeks 1-4 
 
Spiral bound sketchbook at least 9x12”  (Canson XL Mix Media is ideal for this class) 
 
2 graphite pencils,  2B and 6B (or close if you own others) 
 
1 or 2 pens like Pilot G-2 or Micron, and a wider chisel point low odor marker   (if you have 
something else comparable it should be fine, but no Sharpies, please – the odor is toxic to many 
students) 
 
Small containers of black ink, walnut or other brown ink, and either white ink or white gouache. 
 
A round watercolor brush (not too small) 
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Container for water (yogurt container or other) 
 
Either acrylic paint or oil paint in these four colors: 
Black 
White 
Red (cadmium, naphthol or similar – not venetian) 
Yellow ochre 
 
Brushes that you hopefully already own in various shapes and sizes for whichever paint type 
you are using 
 
Small linseed oil and gamsol if using oil paint, plus containers for these 
 
Small matte, semi-gloss or gloss medium if acrylic (**optional**) 
 
Palette – can be disposable but not too small 
 
Palette knife 
 
Surfaces:  If you are working with acrylic, the mix media sketchbook should be good 
                  If you are working with oil paint a pad of Arches Oil paper would work. 
 
Roll of Artist tape 
Paper towel  
Ruler 
Glue stick 
 
Some of you might want to scale up somewhat during the 4th week, and if so, a piece or two of 
22x30 watercolor, mix media, or Arches Oil paper would be good to have 
 
The final six weeks may require some additional materials and types of surfaces, depending on 
your individual project, but as mentioned, we will talk about that Day 1.  The class will be both 
experimental and traditional in nature, and your curiosity regarding process will be appreciated 
as much or possibly more than your product.  How curiosity propels one through a series is 
what we are after, while always keeping strong use of elements and principle of design intact. 
 
 
 
 
 


