
 

Seeing Abstractly: Drawing Into Painting Supply List 

Tuesdays 7-10pm 

Jill Phillips 

Jill.m.phillips12@gmail.com 

 

DRAWING MEDIA (hopefully you have most of this already from other classes): 

Graphite pencil assortment – suggest 2B, 4B and 8 or 9B (but others are acceptable if you already have 

them) – woodless are nice, but what you have is fine 

1 small portable pencil sharpener (the one’s in the classroom are unreliable!) 

1 pack of soft vine charcoal 

1 - .07point black Micron pen, gel pen or similar drawing pen (no Sharpies please – bad fumes!) 

2 or 3 colored pencils – your choice of colors 

1 kneaded eraser 

1 Staedtler white vinyl eraser 

Small bottle of black sumi ink  

Japanese or watercolor brush for ink (not too small) 

Small yogurt container for ink 

Larger yogurt container for water 

Large tube each of black and white acrylic paint – heavy body – will be used in the painting sessions as 
well 

Glue for collage – acrylic matte medium is good, but Elmers is fine 

Old or very cheap brush for glue 

 

Optional: 

If you have already, bring a few colors of pastels (Nu-Pastels are inexpensive and good for our purposes), 
oil pastels, or even Crayola crayons.  I will bring my own as well which will be available to use.  Don’t 
spend much extra money on this unless you know you will continue using them!  We will be 
experimenting with mark-making, and they are good for that. 
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Drawing surface: 

1 - 18x24” drawing pad (Strathmore’s Heavyweight Pad (100 lb) is a few dollars more than the basic, but 
can take a lot of abuse and revision, and is a nice cream color.  Regular weight pads are fine, though) 

Sketchbook for notes, thumbnails, and small collage studies – any brand – around 9x12” 

PAINTING MEDIA (not needed the first few weeks, except black and white acrylic): 

I suggest working with acrylic paint since a lot of our initial painting work will be quick studies.  Golden 
Heavy Body paint in tubes (not the fluid paint) is recommended for our purposes – Utrecht is also fine.  
Very cheap acrylics don’t have the same pigment loads, and are more transparent as a result.  You 
actually end up using more of them in layers to get a level of opacity – so they are not necessarily 
cheaper! 

Suggested colors: 
Either cadmium red light, napthol red light or pyrrole red 
Either alizarin crimson or quinacrodine red or crimson 
Either Cadmium yellow or Hansa Yellow  
Yellow Ochre 
Ultramarine blue  
Cerulean Blue 
Burnt Sienna 
Black (large) 
White (large) 
 
This is a very basic palette of warm and cool primaries and a lot can be done with them.  You can feel 
free to bring other colors that you already own and use if that is the case. But the above list will work 
well. 

Brushes: 

A small assortment of brushes for acrylic paint including flat, round and filbert shapes –suggest between 
sizes 8 and 12 

If you’d like to try them, working with very large brushes as well is a lot of fun – as are other painting 
tools.  I’ll talk about that and show you some before we start painting  

Palette knife (the kind with a bend in the blade) 

Surfaces: 

1 Canvas Pad (not canvas paper) – 16x20 or 18x24 

A stretched canvas or birch panel for final project (We’ll talk about that in class) 

If you like working on mylar or Yupo I am open to that as well – it is a fast, slippery surface that you 
either love or don’t.  Heavyweight mixed media paper can be an inexpensive surface as well. 



Miscellaneous: 

Paper towel 

Soap for cleaning brushes 

Roll of artist tape for attaching paper and canvas pad sheets to backing board 

Container for water 

Drawing board, piece of Masonite, or matt board to tape your drawings and paintings to.  The classroom 
boards are available during class, but cannot be stored in the drying racks with your work on them.  The 
must be kept available for all classes! 

P.S.  – The surfaces listed are kept on the small size for cost purposes and because we are a full class.  
But if anyone wants to try working larger I am open to that – I have large drawing boards that you can 
use, and you can bring a roll of Strathmore or other brand of mixed media paper to cut to size, or other 
large surfaces.  I will never discourage anyone from wanting to work large!!  On the other hand, brilliant 
work using personal visual vocabularies can be done on a very small scale as well.  Our class in Seeing 
Abstractly will be about developing visual vocabularies based on elements and principles of design, and 
how what we ‘see’ gives us the material for building our personal vocabulary, language, and mark.  We 
will discover what is universal and what is personal about Seeing Abstractly, and any vagueness (or 
openness) about materials is because we all end up using them differently according to our own 
sensibilities. 

I am really looking forward to this class – I rarely teach at night – feel free to e-mail me at the address 
above if you have any questions about supplies, etc. 

One possible glitch for me, that hopefully isn’t much of a glitch, is that I might have to be out of town 
the evening of Dec 3.  The week before that is the week that we don’t hold classes to keep everyone on 
the same schedule Thanksgiving week.  If it works for most, I’d like to reschedule Dec 3 to Nov. 26.  We’ll 
talk about that the first night – but just a heads up! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


